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Claims : 

1./ \A method of providing advertisements to a user 
searching \for desired information within a data network, 
comprising \the steps of: 

receiving, from the user, a search request 
including a\search argument corresponding to the desired 
information; 

searching, based upon the received search 
argument, a first database having data network related 
information to generate search results; 

correlating the received search argument to a 
particular advertisement in a second database having 
advertisement related information; and 

providing the search results together with the 
particular advertisement to the user. 



1 2. A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the step 

2 of correlating the receiVed search argument to the 

3 particular advertisement including selecting the particular 

4 advertisement based on the received search argument and 

5 user profile data. 



1 3. A method as claimed in claim 2, wherein the user 

2 profile data includes selections of \he user from previous 

3 search arguments. 
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4. A vine t hod as claimed in claim 3, wherein the user 
profile data Yi_ nc l uc les selections of the user from previous 
search result; 



5. A method as claimed in claim 4, wherein the user 
profile data includes user specified preferences. 



6. A method\ as claimed in claim 1, wherein the step 
of providing the \ search results and the particular 
advertisement to the user includes displaying the search 
results as a page om a data processing device and the 
particular advertisement as an insert on the page. 




A method of searching for desired information 
wifcfiin a data network, comprising the steps of: 

receiving, from\ a ■ user, a search request 
including a search argument \corresponding to the desired 
information; 

searching, based uV>on the received search 
argument and user profile data, \a database of information 
to generate a search result; and 

providing the search results to the user. 



1 
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\ A 



method as claimed in claim 7, wherein searching 



the database includes correlating, as a function of a fuzzy 
logic algorithm, the received search argument and user 
profile data to particular information in the database, and 
providing the particular information as the search results. 



1 9.X A\ system for providing advertisements to a user 

2 sea^dhing fo\r desired information within a data network, 

3 comprising: 

4 mean^ "for receiving, from the user a search 

5 request including a search argument, corresponding to the 

6 desired information; 

7 means fior searching, based upon the received 

8 search argument, W first database having data network 

9 related inf ormation\to generate search results; 

10 means for\ correlating the received search 

11 argument to a particular advertisement in a second database 

12 having advertisement related information; and 

13 means for proWiding the search results together 

14 with the particular advertisement to the user. 
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10X A system for searching for desired information 
within a data nevtwork, comprising: 

means Vfor receiving, from a user, a search 
request including! a search argument corresponding to the 
desired information; 



means for searching, based upon the received 
search argument arid user profile data, a database of 
information to generate a search result; and 

means for providing the search results to the 

user . 
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A method of providing advertisements to a user 



searching for 



desired information within a data network, 
comprising the steps of: 

receiving, at a server, a search request sent 
from a .user, tl|e search request including a search argument 
corresponding to the desired information; 

searching, by the server computer based upon, the 
received search argument, a first database to generate 
search results, \ the first database having data network 
related information and being contained on the server 
computer; 

correlating the received search argument to a 
particular advertisement in a second database having 
advertisement related information, the second database 
contained on a client computer; and 

providing Ithe search results together with the 
particular advertisement to the user. 



1 12. A method asl claimed in claim 11, wherein the step 

2 of correlating the 1 received search argument to the 

3 particular advertisement includes selecting the particular 

4 advertisement based on the received search argument and 

5 user profile data. 
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13. V 



method as claimed in claim 12, wherein the user 



profile data is based partially upon previous search 



arguments o : 

14 . A 

profile dat 



the user. 

method as claimed in claim 13, wherein the user 
a is based partially upon previous search 



results for the user, 



1 

2 



15. A method as claimed in claim 14, wherein the user 

\ 

profile data includes user specified preferences. 
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16. A method as claimed in claim 11, wherein the step 
of providing the search results and the particular 
advertisement to Ythe user includes displaying the search 
results as a page on a data processing device and the 



particular advertisement as an insert on the page. 



1 17. A method as claimed in claim 11, wherein the step 

2 of correlating the received search argument to a particular 

3 advertisement in the \ second database is performed by the 

4 client computer. 
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18. A method as claimed in claim 11, wherein 

the server computer is a database search engine 
computer; and 

the cjlient computer is an access provider 

computer . 



1 
2 
3 
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19. A method as claimed in claim 11, wherein; 

the server computer is a database search engine 
computer; and 

the client computer is an associate search engine 

computer . 



N 1 
'sj 2 
O 3 
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.need for u/er profile data for a 



a xnetworkj 



2Q/C A method for accessing user profile data within 
a daxa network by a \server computer coupled to a data 
network, comprising the\ steps of; 

determining a 
user coupled to the dat 

determining a\a Y i^eytdT^s^V of a client computer 
coupled to the data netwdmk/that stores the user profile 
data; 

requesting the uset profile data from the client 

computer; 

retrieving the user ^profile data from the client 
computer; and 

processing the user profile data in conjunction 
with the need. 
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21. A\ method as claimed in claim 20, wherein the 
client computer is an access provider computer of a 
plurality ofl access provider computers, each of the 
plurality of access provider computers storing user profile 
data for a respective set of users. 



22. A method as claimed in claim 20, wherein the 



client computer is an end user device respective to the 



user , 



23. A meth\od as claimed in claim 22, wherein the 




server computer is a'n access Nprovider computer 



24. A methodvvas claimed in claim 22, wherein the 
server computer is ^eSdat/^ibade search engine. 

25. A method as cTsdmed in claim 20, wherein the step 
of processing includes performing a search for desired 
information within the data network, the search based 
partially upon the user profile data. 



26. A method as cllaimed in claim 20, wherein the step 
of processing includes re-prioritizing search results based 
partially upon the user profile data. 
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2 7. \ A method as claimed in claim 20, wherein the user 
profile da\ta v includes a geographical location of .the user. 




28. A\mefchod as claimed in claim 20, wherein the user 
profile data\ includes a type of computer employed by the 



user . 




A method for providing search results to a user 
that correspond r\p desired information within a data 
network, the method Comprising the steps of: 

receiving, iorom the user, a search request that 
includes a search argument corresponding to the desired 
information; 

searching, base& upon the received search 
argument, a database havsing data network related 
information to generate search\results ; 

retrieving user profilNe data for the user; 

re-prioritizing the searVh results based upon the 
user profile data to produce re-prioritized search results; 
and 

providing the re-prioritized^ search results to 

the user. 



26 



HQ0045A 



i : 



1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

1 
2 
3 

1 
2 
3 



30. \ A method as claimed in claim 29, further 



comprisin 



produce a 
to the us 

31. 

comprisin 
search ar 



updating the user profile data; 

re-prioritizing the search results again to 
gain re-prioritized search results; and 
providing the again re-prior-itized search results 
r . 

A method as claimed in claim 29, further 
updating the user profile data based upon the 
dument . 



32. & method as claimed in claim 29, further 
comprising! updating the user profile data based upon the 
search results. 



1 33. Al method as claimed in claim 29, wherein the user 

2 profile date is selected from the group consisting of 

3 social datal family data, political data, technological 

4 data, geographical data, environmental data and educational 

5 data. 



1 34. A rrlethod as claimed in claim 29, further 

2 comprising updating of the user profile data by the user. 
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35. \ A method as claimed in claim 29, wherein the user 
profile pata includes a type of computer employed by the 
user . 

36^ \A method for providing search results to a user 
that correspond to desired information within a data 
network, the method comprising the steps of: 

receiving, from the user, a search request that 
includes a search argument corresponding to the desired 
information; 

retrieving user profile data for the user; 
creating a modified search argument based upon 
the user profile^lata and the search argument; 

searching, based upon the modified search 
argument, a database having data network related 

\ 

information to generate search results; and 

providing the search results to the user. 



37. A method as claimed in claim 36, further 
comprising : 

correlating tihe modified search argument to a 
particular advertisement in a second database having 
advertisement related information; and 

providing the particular advertisement together 
with the search results to\the user. 



1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 



HQ0045A 



38. A method as claimed in claim 36, further 
comprising : 

correlating the user profile data to a particular 
second database having advertisement 
related information; and 

providing the particular advertisement together 
with the search results to the user. 



advertisement in a 



1 39.. A method \ as claimed in claim 36, further 

2 comprising updating \the user profile data based upon the 

3 search results. 
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40. A method asl claimed in claim 36, wherein the user 
profile data is selected from the group consisting of 
social data, family Idata, political data, technological 
data, geographical data, environmental data and educational 



data . 
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1. A method for providing search results to a user 
that^orrespord to desired information within a data 
network, the method comprising the steps of: 

Lving, from the user, a search request that 
rch argument corresponding to the desired 



rece 
includes a se& 
information; 

retrieving user profile data for the user; 
determining a particular database to search based 
upon the user profile data, the particular database having 
network relateq information relating to the user profile 
data ; 

searching, based upon the search argument, the 
particular database to generate search results; and 
providing the search results to the user. 



42. A methpd as claimed in claim 41, further 
comprising : 

correlating the search argument to a particular 
advertisement in a\ second database ' having advertisement 
related inf ormationl and 

providing vthe particular advertisement together 
with the search resul\ts to the user. 
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1 43. \ A method as claimed in claim 41, further 

2 comprising: 

3 \correlating the user profile data to a particular 

4 advertisement in a second database having advertisement 

5 related information; and 

6 providing the particular advertisement together 

7 with the search results to the user. 

1 44. A \method as claimed in claim 41, further 

2 comprising updating the user profile data based upon the 

3 _ search resultsV 



1 45. A method as claimed in claim 41, wherein the user 

\ 

2 profile data is^ selected from the group consisting of 

3 social data, family data, political data, technological 

4 data, geographical data, environmental data and educational 

5 data. 



\ 
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1 A method for presenting advertisements to a user 

2 accessing! a data network via an end 'user device, the method 

3 comprising the steps of: 

4 transmitting a plurality of advertisements to the 

5 user via the end user device; 

6 for each of the plurality of advertisements 

7 presented to the user via the user device, recording an 

8 enyironmen^: within which the advertisement was presented; 

9 for each of the plurality of advertisements 

10 transmitted! to the user via the user device, determining 

11 whether the Advertisement was successful; and 

12 altering the environment of subsequent 

13 advertisements transmitted to the user via the user device 

14 based upon \ the environment of prior successful 

15 advertisements!. 



1 47. A method as claimed in claim 46, wherein the 

2 environment is presented within a browser. 



1 48. A methoq as claimed in claim 46, wherein altering 

2 the environment of \subsequent advertisements transmitted to 

3 the user includes incorporating common elements of prior 

4 successful advertisements. 
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49/^ A me\hod for presenting advertisements to a user 

J \ 

accessing a data network via an end user device, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

receiving a plurality of advertisements at the 
end user device;! 

presenting the plurality of advertisements to the 
user at the end! user device, each of the plurality of 
advertisements presented in a particular respective 
environment ; 

for each of the plurality of advertisements 
presented to the u^er at the user device, recording the 
environment within which the advertisement was presented; 

for each \of the plurality of advertisements 
presented to the user at the user device, determining 
whether the advertisement was successful; 

altering t\e environment of a subsequent 
advertisement received at the end use device based upon the 
environment of prior successful advertisements; and 

presenting the\ subsequent advertisement to the 
user with an altered environment. 



1 50. A method as claimed in claim 49, wherein the 

2 environment is presented winhin a browser. 
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51. A method as claimed in claim 49, wherein altering 
the environment of subsequent advertisements presented to 
the user includes ^incorporating common elements of prior 
successful advertisements . 

52. A method^ as claimed in claim 49, further 
comprising providing feedback to a source of the 
advertisements regarding elements of prior successful 
advertisements . 




A method, for \ providing search results to a user 
that correspond to de^sired information within a data 

\ 

network, the method comprising the steps of: 

receiving, from the user, a search request that 
includes a search argument corresponding to the desired 
information; 

retrieving user profile data for the user; 

searching, based^ upon the search argument, a 
database having data network related information to 
generate search results; 

creating an enhance^ presentation environment for 
the user based upon the user profile data; and 

providing the search results to the -user within 
the enhanced presentation environment. 
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54. A metrtod as claimed in claim 53, wherein the 
enhanced presentation environment includes aural 
enhancements . 

55. A method as claimed in claim 53, wherein the 
enhanced , presentation environment includes textual 
enhancements . 

56. A method las claimed in claim 53, wherein the 
enhanced presentation environment includes anecdotal 
enhancements . 



57 . A method as 
comprising modifying the 
feedback relating to the 



claimed in claim 53, further 
user profile data based upon user 
enhanced presentation environment. 
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A method for providing advertisements to a user 



searching for desire 



d information within a data network, 



the method comprising the steps of: 



receiving 
including a search a 
information; 

searching, 



from the user, a search request 
rgument corresponding to the desired 



based upon the received search 
argument, a first database having data network related 
information to generite search results; 

correlating! the received search argument to a 



particular advertisement in a second database having 
advertisement related Vnf ormation; 

\ 

providing th^ search results together with the 
particular advertisement to the user; 

\ 

determining ^hether the advertisement was 
successful; and 

altering criteria for subsequent correlations of 
received search arguments} to the second database. 



1 
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59. A method as claimed in claim 58, wherein the step 
of correlating the reclived search argument to the 
particular advertisement ilcludes selecting the particular 
advertisement based on the received search argument and 
user profile data. 
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1 60. A methdd as claimed in claim 59, wherein the user 

2 profile -data includes selections of the user from previous 

3 search arguments 

1 61. A method! as claimed in claim 60, wherein the user 

2 profile data incluqes selections of the user from previous 

3 search results. 

1 62 . A method afe claimed in claim 61, wherein the user 

2 profile data included user specified preferences. 



1 63. A method as plaimed in claim 58, wherein the step 

2 of providing the search results and the particular 

3 advertisement to the us>er includes displaying the search 

4 results as a page on a \plata processing device and the 

5 particular advertisement a\ an insert on the page. 
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A mfethod for providing adverti 



searching for 



sements to a user 



desired information within a data network, 



the method comprising the steps of: 

receiving, from the user, a search request 

including a s'earch argument corresponding to the desired 
information; 

searching, based upon the received search 

argument, a first database having data network related 



information to generate search results; 

correlating the received search argument to a 



particular advertisement in a second database having 
advertisement related information; 

providing the search results together with the 
particular advertisement to the user; 

determining that the advertisement was 
successful; and 

tracking a toll due by an associated seller. 

65. A method as claimed in claim 64, wherein the 
environment is presented within a browser. 



66. A methoa as claimed in claim 64, wherein the 
advertisement includes a link to the associated seller. 
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67. Avmethod as claimed in claim 66, wherein the toll 
is tracked When the user implements the link to the 
associated seller. 

68. A method as claimed in claim 66, wherein the toll 
is tracked whan the user makes a purchase. 



65. A mettaod for providing advertisements to a user 
searching for desired information within a data network, 
the method comprising the steps of: 

receiving, from the user, a search request 
including a searct^ argument corresponding to the desired 
information; 

searching); based upon the received search 
argument, a first database having data network related 
information to generate search results; 

correlating \ the received search argument to a 
particular advertisement in a second database having 
advertisement related imf ormation; 

providing the \search results together with the 
particular advertisement \to the user; 

receiving feedback regarding whether the 
advertisement was successful; and 

dynamically alteriVig relational preferences for 
subsequent correlations of received search arguments to the 
second database. 
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70. A me 
of correlating 
particular advert 
advertisement ba 
user profile date 



71 . A methc 
profile data inc 
search arguments 



as claimed in claim 69, wherein the step 
the received search argument to the 
Lsement includes selecting the particular 



ed on the received search argument and 



d as claimed in claim 70, wherein the user 
3udes selections of the user from previous 



72. A method as claimed in claim 71, wherein the user 
profile data includes selections of the user from previous 
search results. 

73. A method as claimed in claim 72, wherein the user 
profile data includes user specified preferences, 



74. A method as\ claimed in claim 69, wherein the step 
of . providing the search results and the particular 
advertisement to the User includes displaying the search 
results as a page on \ a data processing device and the 
particular advertisement as an insert on the page. 
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An advertising machine for providing 



advertisements to a 
within a data netwo 
a server 



user searching for desired information 
rk, the advertising machine comprising: 
computer coupled to the data network 
that receives a sdarch request from the user, the search 
request including a search argument corresponding to the 
desired information^ 

a database search engine coupled to the server 
computer that receivtes the search argument from the server 
computer and searches a first database to generate search 
results, the first database having data network related 
information and being! contained on the server computer; 

an associative search engine coupled to the 
server computer thata correlates the received search 
argument to a particular advertisement in a second database 
having advertisement \related information, the second 
database contained on a Iclient computer; and 

the server computer providing the search results 
together with the particular advertisement to the user. 



1 76. The advertising Imachine of claim 75, wherein the 

2 associative search engkne selects the particular 

3 advertisement based on th^ received search argument and 

4 user profile data. 
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77. The advertising machine of claim 76, wherein the 
user profile data is based partially upon previous search 
arguments of the user. 



78. The ^dvertising machine of claim 76, wherein the 
user profile data is based partially upon previous search 
results for tjhe user. 



79. Tne advertising machine of claim 76, wherein the 
user profile data includes user specified preferences. 



8 0/ An advertising machine for accessing user profile 
data/from j a user profile database coupled to a data 
network, the advertising machine comprising: 

,L server computer that determines a need for user 
profile data corresponding to a user coupled to the data 
network; 

a user profile database interface coupled to the 
server, computer that determines a location of a user 
profile database that stores the user profile data; 

the user profile database interface requesting 
the user /profile data from the user profile database; 

the user profile database interface receiving the 
user prqffile data from the user profile database; and 

the server computer processing the user profile 
data in conjunction with the need. 
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1 81. The advertising machine of claim 80, wherein the 

2 user profile database comprises a distributed database 

3 having a plurality of database locations across the data 

4 network. 

1 82. The advertising machine of claim 80, wherein the 

2 server computer comprises an access provider computer. 



1 83. The advertising machine of claim 80, wherein the 

2 server computer comprises a database search engine, 
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84. The advertising machine of claim 83, wherein the 
server computer performs a search for desired information 



within the data network, the search based partially upon 
the user profile datai 



1 85. The advertising machine of claim 84, wherein the 

2 server computer re-prioritizes search results based 

3 partially upon the userlprofile data. 
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6. A search engine for providing search results to 
a user that correspond to desired information within a data 
network, the search engine comprising: 

a server computer coupled to the data network 
that receives, from the user, a search request that 
includes a search argument corresponding to the desired 
information; 

a database search engine coupled to the server 
computer that searches, based upon the received search 
argument, a contextual database having data network related 
information to generate search results; 

the server computer retrieves user profile data 
for the user; 

the serveb: computer re-prioritizes the search 
results based upon the user profile data to produce re- 
prioritized search results; and 

the server computer provides the re-prioritized 
search results to the! user. 
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87. 1 T^ie search engine of claim 86, wherein: 

th\e server computer updates the user profile 

data; 

the server computer re-prioritizes the search 
results agai^i to produce again re-prioritized search 
results; and 

the \ server computer provides the again re- 
prioritized search results to the user. 



1 88. The search engine of claim 87, wherein the server 

2 computer updates \ the user profile data based upon the 

3 search argument. 

1 89. The search! engine of claim 87, wherein the server 

2 computer updates th^ user profile data based upon the 

3 search results. 



1 90. The search engine of claim 87, wherein the user 

2 updates the user -profile data. 
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>1. A search engine for providing search results to 
a user that correspond to desired information within a data 
network, the search engine comprising: 

a servep: computer coupled to the data network 
that receives, from the user, a search request that 
includes a search) argument corresponding to the desired 
information; 

the server computer retrieves user profile data 
for the user; 

the serveb computer creates a modified search 
argument based upon \the user profile data and the search 
argument ; 

a database \search engine coupled to the server 
computer that searches, based upon the modified search 
argument, a database having data network related 
information to generate! search results; and 

the server provides the search results to the 

user . 
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92. The search engine of claim 91, further 
comprising: I 

an associative search engine coupled to the 
server computer/ that correlates the modified search 
argument to a particular advertisement in a second database 
having advertisement related information; and 

the server computer provides the particular 



advertisement together with the search results to the user. 



1 93. The search engine of claim 91, further 

2 comprising: 

3 an assobiative search engine coupled to the 

4 server computer that correlates the user profile data to a 

5 particular advertisement in a second database having 

6 advertisement relatdd information; and 

7 the server computer provides the particular 

8 advertisement together with the search results to the user. 
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94< A searjch engine for providing search results to 
a user that correspond to desired information within a data 

irch engine comprising: 



network, the sea 



that receives a 



a server computer coupled to the data network 



search request from the user, the search 



request including a search argument corresponding to the 
desired information; 

the seper computer retrieves user profile data 
for the user; 

an associative search engine coupled to the 
server computer thWt determines a particular database to 
search based upon the user profile data, the particular 
database having net\^prk related information relating to the 
user profile data; 

a database! search engine coupled to the server 
computer that searches, based upon the search argument, the 
particular database to generate search results; and 

the server cpmputer provides the search results 
to the user, 
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1 95. The search engine of claim 94, wherein: 

2 the associative search engine further correlates 

3 the search argument to a particular advertisement in a 

4 second database having advertisement related information; 

5 and 

6 the serjer computer provides the particular 

7 advertisement together with the search results to the user. 

1 96. The search engine of claim 94, wherein: 

2 the associative search engine further correlates 

3 the user "profile data to a particular advertisement in a 

4 second database havipg advertisement related information; 

5 and 

6 the serverl computer providing the particular 

7 advertisement together! with the search results to the user. 
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An advertising machine coupled to a data. network 
for ^providing advertisements to a user, the advertising 
machine comprising : 

a server computer coupled to the data network 
that transmits a I plurality of advertisements to the user 
via the data network and an end user device; 

the server computer, for each of the plurality of 
advertisements presented to the user via the user device, 
records an environment within which the advertisement was 
presented; 

the server! computer, for each of the plurality of 
advertisements transmitted to the user via the user device, 
determines whether the advertisement was successful; and 

the server Icomputer altering the environment of 
subsequent advertisements transmitted to the user via the 
data network and the user device based upon the environment 
of prior successful advertisements . 



98. The advertising machine of claim 97, wherein, in 
altering the environment of subsequent advertisements 
transmitted to the user, the server computer incorporates 
common elements of prior successful advertisements. 
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9^< An er^d user device that couples to a data network 
and that presents advertisements to a user, the end user 
device comprising : 

a data network interface that couples to the data 
network and receives a plurality of advertisements at the 
end user device; 

a processor that couples to the data network 
interface; 

a display coupled to the processor and the data 

\ 

network interface upon which the plurality of 
advertisements are presented to the user, each of the 
plurality of advertisements presented in a particular 
respective environment ; 

the processor, after each of the plurality of 
advertisements presented to the user at the user device, 

\ 

recording the. environment within which the advertisement 
was presented; 

the processor, for each of the plurality of 
advertisements presented to the user at the user device, 

\ 

determining whether the\ advertisement was successful; 

the processon altering the environment of a 
subsequent advertisement! based upon the environment of 
prior successful advertisements; and 

the display \presenting the subsequent 
advertisement to the user wAth an altered environment. 
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100. The 
environment i 

101. The 



* 




end user device of claim 99, wherein the 
s presented within a browser. 

end user device of claim 99, wherein the 



processor (alters the environment of subsequent 



advert i semen' 



s presented to the user by incorporating 



common elements of prior successful advertisements, 



102. The lend user device of claim 99, wherein the 
processor provides feedback to a source of the 
advertisements \ via the data network interface regarding 
elements of prior successful advertisements. 
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ip<3. A searchJ engine for providing search results to 
a uS"er that correspond to desired information within a data 
network, the search engine comprising: 

r computer coupled to the data network 
earch request from the user, the search 
a search argument corresponding to the 
desired information; 

the server computer retrieves user profile data 
for the user; 

a database search engine coupled to the server 
computer that searches, based upon the search argument, the 



a serve 
that receives a s 
request including 



particular da t abas 
the serv 

to the user; 

the se 

presentation envir 

profile data; and 

the serve 

to the user within 



2 to generate search results; 
r computer provides the search results 

ijver computer creates an enhanced 
onment for the user based upon the user 



r computer provides the search results 
bhe enhanced presentation environment. 



104. The searct 
enhanced pre sent at i 



105. The sea 
enhanced pre sent at i 



n engine of claim 103, -wherein the 
n includes aural enhancements. 



rch 



engine of claim 103, wherein the 
dn includes textual enhancements. 
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1 106. The 

2 enhanced presei 



search engine of claim 103, wherein the 
tation includes anecdotal enhancements. 
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that receives a s 
request including 
desired informati 
a datab 



7. An advertising machine coupled to a data network 
for providing advertisements to a user, the advertising 
machine comprising : 

a servejr computer coupled to the data network 
earch request from the user, the search 
a search argument corresponding to the 
:>n; 

ase search engine coupled to the server 
computer that receives the search argument from the server 
computer and seardhes a first database to generate search 
results, the first database having data network related 
information and beilng contained on the server computer; 

an associative search engine coupled ■ to the 
server computer that correlates the received search 
argument to a particular advertisement in a second database 
having advertisement related information, the second 
database contained on\ a client computer; 

the server computer providing the search results 
together with the particular advertisement to the user; 

the server Icomputer determining whether the 
advertisement was successful; and 

the server Icomputer altering criteria for 
subsequent correlations qf received search arguments to the 
second database. 
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108. The advertising machine of claim 107, wherein the 
associative searqh engine correlates the received search 



argument to the 
received search a 



particular advertisement based on the 
::gument and user profile data. 
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lp^9. An advertising machine for providing 
^ts to a user searching for desired information 
a network, the advertising machine comprising: 
server computer coupled to the data network 
that receives a search request from the user, the search 
request including a search argument corresponding to the 
desired information; 

a database search engine coupled to the • server 
computer that! receives the search argument from the server 
computer and searches a first database to generate search 
results, the first database having data network related 
information and being contained on the server computer; 

an associative search engine coupled to the 
server computer! that correlates the received search 
argument to a particular advertisement in a second database 
having advertisement related information, the second 
database contained! on a client computer; 

the server computer providing the search results 
together with the particular advertisement to the user; 

the server computer determining that the 
advertisement was successful; and 

the server \computer tracking a toll due by an 
associated seller . 



1 110. The advertising machine of claim 109, wherein the 

2 server computer provides\a link to the associated seller. 
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1 111. The advertising machine of claim 110, wherein the 

2 toll is tracked when the user implements the link to the 

3 associated seller. 



1 112. The advertising machine of claim 109, wherein the 

2 toll is tracked when the user makes a purchase. 




<5 



58 



HQ0045A 



* 



1 

2 
3 
" 4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 



• 



113. A: 




advertising machine for providing 



r searching for desired information 
:he advertising machine comprising: 
puter coupled to the data network 
request from the user, the search 
arch argument corresponding to the 



advertisements to a use 
within a data network, 

a server comj 
that receives a search 
request including a sec 
desired information; 

a database sbarch engine coupled to the server 
computer that receives the search argument from the server 
computer and searches a first database to generate search 
results, the first database having data network related 
information and being contained on the server computer," 

an associative search engine coupled to the 
server computer that [correlates the received search 
argument to a particular advertisement in a second database 
having advertisement related information, the second 
database .contained on a ctient computer; 

the server computer providing the search results 
together with the particular advertisement to the user; 

the server computer receiving feedback regarding 
whether the advertisement was successful; and 

the associative 1 search engine dynamically 
altering relational preferences for subsequent correlations 
of received search argumerats to the second database. 
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